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Making new friends, visiting with old friends, eating good food and
sightseeing in a beautiful country are all of the things that I look
forward to as we prepare for our annual Inashiki/Salmon Arm
Sister City Exchange.My daughter, Jaymie and I had the pleasure
of visiting Inashiki last year and I asked her about her thoughts on
the trip. She said, "Good food, good friends and great people! It
was an all around great experience and I learned more about Japan
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by actually experiencing it."I know Jaymie has established
life-long friends with her host family. This reminds me of a quote
by Woodrow Wilson, "Friendship is the only cement that will ever
hold the world together." I can’t help but wonder if our young
people realize how lucky they are to be able to participate in this
wonderful opportunity and that we are truly blessed to live in two
harmonious countries that are willing to foster such goodwill and
friendship.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School District,
City Council and all of the members of the Twinning Commitees
from each respective city for believing in the educational value of
this exchange and for their personal and financial support which is
needed to maintain this yearly program.
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