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As we prepare our students for our visit to Inashiki-shi, I cannot
help being affected by their excitement. This will be my fourth
trip with our students and every year I am fortunate to witness
the joy brought on by our exchange. As a member of the
Salmon Arm - Inashiki Twinning Committee, I also get to
witness the reaction of our Japanese guests as they enjoy their
homestay in Salmon Arm. It is wonderful to see students from
our two different cultures interacting, overcoming their initial
awkward shyness and finding ways to communicate. I am
always pleased to see how many of the students bond closely
with their host families and how many friendships develop.
Listening to the students talk about how much they enjoyed the
stay and how they want to stay longer, makes all the effort that
goes into the planning and organization worthwhile. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the Inashiki Twinning
Commmittee and all the host families in advance for their hard
work and kindness. We look forward to another wonderful
stay and to hosting the Inashiki students in August.
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