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To the people of Azuma

I am delighted with the success of the Azuma/Salmon Arm twining today.

Thirteen years ago, I was a student of Mr. Chris Filiatrault at ABC English
Center. After graduating from high school, I went to Salmon Arm for the first time
and lived with Chris's parents Mr. Filiatrault for some months. During my stay, 1 got
news from my father that the town of Azuma was seeking a community to tie up with
for a twining program. Mrs. Filiatrault and | talked and suggested the idea of Azuma
twining with Salmon Arm. Two years later, the twining was signed between the two
communities, and so far we have exchanged a large number of people

The relationship between the two communities has been more successful than 1

could imagine. As a resul Salmon Arm, ‘Friendship Gate’ was constructed as a

symbol of the tenth anniversary of the twining relationship. Furthermore, there are
many students who are learning Japanese as a second language. In Azuma, some
students who have experienced the home stay cultural exchange are now considering
to Canada to study English after their graduation.

Lastly, I would like not only for children, but also many adults to take the
opportunity to experience a great international friendship that overcomes the
language barrier. I believe that this friendship will continue to grow and endure for
many years come

Noriko Sakamoto
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