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The twinning of Salmon Arm and Azuma has deepened my understanding
of the world, brought Japanese culture into my life, and introduced me to
many wonderful and hospitable people. Our community has a broader
perspective and our young people have learned the joys of travel and
discovering another way of living and new friends. Mayor Naruke and
Mayor Sakamoto have demonstrated strong leadership in strengthening
relations between our communities and I have greatly appreciated their
support. I have particularly enjoyed the peace and serenity of Japanese
gardens, the simplicity of Japanese architecture, and the formal, yet warm,
manner in which people treat each other. In spite of the lack of a common

language, we have shared many laughs and enjoyed each otherls company.

I know that the people of Salmon Arm have treasured the exchange and
relationship with the people of Azuma. The present council has affirmed
our desire to continue twinning with your community as you move into
a new municipality.

I look forward to many years of enjoying visits and sharing with old
friends and new from the other side of the Pacific Ocean.
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